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Happy New Years Everyone!  
The big news for the new year is the Victoria Magic Circleôs Annual Dinner on 
January 14th at the Ambrosia Conference Center. Last I heard, there were only 
twelve tickets left so if you donôt have your tickets now, get on the phone and 
make sure that there is some for you. This is always a sell out so donôt wait till 
the last minute. This year we have an incredible line up this year for both close 
up and our feature entertainer is the hilarious Stephen Bargatze. Iôm really  
looking forward to this show and seeing everyone there.  
Tickets will be available at our next meeting and make sure that you jump on 
your chance to be there because this is ALWAYS a sell out. Don't wait to get 
your tickets or you will be out of luck. I am very excited about the dinner and 
the entertainment that we have secured for the biggest night of the Victoria 
Magic Circle's year. We are also very fortunate to have Stephen will be holding  
a workshop the next day.  
  
So as you are making your New Years resolutions, I would like to wish all of you 
the very best of the new year. Have a magical and prosperous 2012  
  
Dave (aka Sparky) Attwood  
President VMC 183  
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If you do not have a ticket yet, hurry down to Murray's as there are only 12 tick-
ets left to see one of the funniest comedy magicians on the planet. I have been 
trying for several years to get Stephen Bargatze to come and perform here but 
he was unavailable. Then our good friend and world Champion of Magic, Shawn 
Farquhar was able to set it all up; don't miss out! last dozen tickets will go 
fast!!!  
NOTE: AS YOU ALL KNOW, ALL CLOSE -UP PERFORMERS NEED A TICKET AS 
WELL! No ticket, no play!!  

see you all next year, January 14th at the Ambrosia centre.  
 Doors open at 6:00  
Eric ñCool Magic Dudeò Bedard 

" Given the choice, isn't it better to believe in 

magic?" 
www.coolmagicdude.com 
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NO.183 VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA - 

The Victoria Magic Circle - The Ernie Crockford Ring  

1st Tues of each month 7:30pm (Sept. - June) Langford Fire Hall #1  

2625 Peatt Road, Langford BC.  

David Attwood, President info@attwoodmagic.com  

Ryan Stanley, Secretary ryanstanley1015@yahoo.ca  

   

  

 On November 16th we held our annual event, Wacky Wednesday. This is an event 

where we put together an evening of Magic both on stage and close -up and it we try to focus 

on the comedy side of magic, this year this event was held at the Six Mille Pub just outside of 

Victoria BC. This was actually the original location of the first Wacky Wednesday we held 

back over 15 years ago, We had several volunteers from our club performing Close -up and 

Stage. The evening was a great success with a sold out performance of over 80 people in  

attendance. On December 7th we had our General meeting, which we had a small turn out but 

it didn't stop us from having a lot of fun. We broke up into several small groups of three, and 

participated in our ñGrab Bag Challengeò where we were given several house hold items of 

the same type with one ñwild cardò item that was different and the challenge was to use as 

much of the items as possible, this was so much fun working together with only about ten 

minutes of rehearsal and coupled with some very imaginative ideas. All acts were at the very 

least very funny to both watch and perform. After we finished we voted on who was the best 

performance and then gave the prize away, which was a box of Lindor  Chocolates, which 

were shared with everyone in attendance, well thatôs all for now see you next year and  

remember ñStay Tricky!!!ò   

Ryan Stanley, Secretary Ring 183  
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Murrayôs Trick & Joke ShopMurrayôs Trick & Joke Shop  
Hey Victoria Magic Circle Members,  
 
     Welcome to 2012.  Hope youôve had a wonderful Christmas 
season.  Teresa and I are happy to be home and done our  
Canadian Tour.  It was a fun show and a great bunch to tour 
with.  We did a total of 52 shows in 18 cities from Ottawa to  
Victoria and all in just 28 days.   
 
    Now I canôt wait for the annual dinner and a performance by 
Stephen Bargatze.  I had the pleasure to see him at the 4F  
conference a few years ago and he was incredible.  You donôt 
want to miss this one.   
 
When you come to get your tickets at Murrayôs you might want 
to check out everything we have in stock;  
 

Bag ôo Lites 
    Performer is holding a paper bag in one hand and nothing in the other. The performer 
reaches into the air and plucks out a red light, then places the light in the brown paper bag. 

As the light is placed in the paper bag, the light can be seen 
dropping into the bag.  
 
The light will be seen falling into the bag and then can be 
seen settling to the bottom of the bag. This action will be  
repeated nine more times for a total of 10 lights, all seen 
floating in the bottom of the bag. On the command of the 
performer the lights will be blown 
out with a puff of breath.  
 
This is truly a winner and is  

going to be a big hit! (D'Lites not included.)  

 
 

FIRE WALLET by TrickMaster  

The magician opens his wallet and it bursts into flames! It is 
closed, then opened again and appears to be a regular wallet. You 
can even have a selected card appear in the wallet.  
New improved design! Better ignition system!  

 
This is a very well made hip pocket style wallet for an excellent 
price.  
 
NOTE: Must be 18 years of Age to purchase this product.  
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Murrayôs Trick & Joke ShopMurrayôs Trick & Joke Shop  
 

WATCH PREDICTION   

 
    The magician has a spectator  
select a card which is lost in the 
deck.   The magician takes off his 
watch and gives it to the spectator - asking him to 
picture his card as he watches the face of the watch.   
 
Slowly, magically, eerily the card appears in the face 
of the watch...a truly stunning effect.    
 
 
 
 

 
 

RING CASKET 
The Magic Ring Casket is here! It even comes 
with the magic cloth used to make objects vanish 
right in your spectatorôs hands! So, where does 
the vanished object reappear? In the Magic Ring 
Casket ï beautifully made in brass.  
 
Works fantastic with borrowed rings and coins.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See you at the  shop!  
Murray  
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info@rockabillymagic.com 

 Five of us met at Murrayôs Trick and Joke Shop at 7:00 ... Ron Bell, John 

Meacham, Charles Morgan, Ray Parker, and Norm Worthy.  Alas, there was no one from 

the shop present to let us in.  After a brief deliberation, we decided to adjourn to a local 

pub for the meeting. We secured a table in a pretty private area, and coffee was served all 

around. Ron was the presenter, and the topic was ñPeeks.ò  

 Ron demonstrated a basic, but completely mystifying, peek. He then proceeded to 

outline several effects which made use of the peek. He also showed us a very nice card-to-

wallet manoeuvre, which can be done with a normal wallet. Ron went on to demonstrate 

thumb counts and pinky counts. About half way through the deliberations, we were 

joined by Paul Kilshaw. Paul had just finished a gig at the Union Club, and happened to 

see us through the window as he was passing by.  Paul could not resist showing off, and 

did a couple of things for a nearby table of muggles. It was yet another enjoyable evening 

of sharing, and it is a pity so many missed out. 

 All in all, it sounds like it was a great night of magic and sharing. Thank you to 

Charles Morgan, for submitting this RRT Report for this month. I hope to see more of 

you at our January, Reilly Round Table until then, take care everybody hope you have a 

Happy New Year!  Our next Reilly Round Table will take place on Jan. 16 and feature the 

considerable talents and knowledge of the one and only Donald Dunphy.  

Hope to see you all there!  

Steve Hignett  

 The Reilly Round Table is open to all members ñin good stand-

ingò and its held on the third Monday of each month, at Murray's 

Trick & Joke Shop 688 Broughton St. at 7pm 
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Tips & Tricks with Murray Hatfield  

MurHat@aol.com 

SELECTING MATERIAL  
 

 Welcome to month 4 of my little column on creating a 
show that works for you and keeps you working.  Weôve 
covered some basics like defining yourself and then select-
ing your own look and costuming to reflect your character.  
 

 You have an idea of who you are and who you want 
the audience to see onstage, now itôs time to select the  
material that you will perform.  
 

© First and most importantly try to choose effects and 

routines that suit you and your character.   If youôre more of 
a fun, silly, comedy kind of guy then you might want to stay 
away from a traditional Ashra Levitation complete with ro-
mantic music and moonlighting.  Look at your collection of 

effects and try to figure out which pieces really fit you and your character.  As weôve 

already discussed ï be honest and be brutal!   
                                     

©  Next itôs important to define your market.  Are you generally working corporate 

events or birthday parties?  Or are you planning on working on luxury cruise ships 
with an almost exclusively adult clientele?  Knowing where you work or where you 

want to work will help you choose the most appropriate material.  
 

©  Defining your own parameters will also help.  Are you hoping to stick to a brief-

case show or do you have a cargo van.  Do you want to be able to just walk in and      
perform or are you happy doing 5 or 6 hours of technical set up (and tear down).         

All of these will help you refine the list of effects and props you can select.  
 

©  Budget is a huge determining factor when building your show.  I build a new 

show every year so I have to factor in the cost of the props, costumes, music, trans-
portation, acts, dancers, and hopefully a little profit, when negotiating the contracts.  
Not everyone is doing a touring show so figure out how much you make on average, 
how often you work and how much you can afford to spend on your material.  This will 
quickly tell you if a certain prop is a possibility.  Itôs important to stay within your 
budget and within your means.  This doesnôt mean, however, that you should buy or 
build a bunch of cheap stuff and knock -off (ie: stolen) material.  Wait till you can afford 

to get the best and your show will always look great.  
 

©  As with costumes I personally recommend that once you figure out what you 

want to do ï spend the money to buy the best version possible.  Donôt use cheaply 
made props and crappy equipment.  If you canôt afford the best then do without until 

you can afford it.  
 

©  Lastly ï LISTEN TO YOUR AUDIENCE!  Too many of us get 

stuck on doing a  certain effect because we like it ï even if it gets a 
so-so reaction from the audience.  If you really listen to what they 
like, theyôll tell you which pieces belong, which pieces  suit you, 

even what you should close with.  You just have to listen...  

January 2012  
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 Happy New Year everyone. This month I decided to review Blackstoneôs Secrets 

 of Magic. Harry Blackstone Sr. Was born on September 27, 1885 in Chicago, Illinois 

 and passed away on November 16, 1965. He was a famed magician and illusionist who 

travelled with large illusions and a large crew of assistants. He began his career as a 

teenager and was a popular USO entertainer during WWII. He was often billed as  

The Great Blackstone.     

 

 Secrets of Magic was first published in 1929 and has been 

republished numerous times since. The first effect weôll look at is 

Torn and Restore Paper. The trick of tearing a piece of paper and 

restoring it to its original condition is one that has been performed 

for many years, and presented in numerous ways. This one is a little 

different because of the way it disposes of the extra piece of paper. 

The effect of the trick is as follows: The magician shows a strip of 

thin paper, and tears it into pieces. He has shown that his hands are 

absolutely empty. He folds up the torn pieces, keeping his hands in 

constant sight. Yet when the papers are unfolded, they are restored 

into a single strip.                                                                

 

 The next effect is The Ball and the Tube.  

The magician exhibits a small tube of brass, slightly 

over an inch in height and about five-eighths of an 

inch in diameter. He also has a solid steel ball, which 

may be set upon the tube. The magician holds the  

tube upright in his left hand, with the ball on top, and 

he mentions that both objects are made of solid metal. 

Nevertheless the steel will show its power over brass. 

ñYou can imagine,ò the magician remarks, ñthat the 

ball is growing smaller. See it is gradually sinking  

into the tube.ò The spectators are doubtful, but as 

they watch, they see the ball sink bit by bit until its 

 top alone is visible. ñA little squeeze on the side of  

the tube,ò says the magician, ñand the ball will 

emerge.ò The magician squeezes the tube with his 

right thumb and forefinger, and little by little the ball 

comes out. It hesitates near the finish, but another 

squeeze and it rests on top of tube. 

Both the ball and the tube can be 

handed out for examination. 

 

 

 

eva_herbert@hotmail.com 
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 The Knife Through the Handkerchief is next. The magician borrows a pen-knife 

and a handkerchief. The handkerchief is spread out and the corners are held by 

spectators. A square sheet of paper ï smaller than the handkerchief ï is placed upon  

the cloth. The magician then lowers the knife under the handkerchief and states that he 

will try to cut the paper without damaging the handkerchief ï something that seems 

impossible. He taps the handkerchief several times, causing the paper to bob up and 

down. Suddenly he pulls the knife right through the paper ï yet the handkerchief isnôt 

damaged. 

 

 The Drum Production is a very simple but effective production of a group of silk 

handkerchiefs. The apparatus consists of a cylinder six to eight inches in diameter, and 

four to five inches in depth, which is mounted on a slender rod one-half of an inch thick. 

The cylinder is set on its side, and the rod, which is 

about a foot in height, is mounted on a large nickel-

plated base. The magician places a piece of tissue paper 

in front of the cylinder, and fastens it in position. The 

magician breaks the paper and proceeds to extract a 

dozen or more silk handkerchiefs from the empty tube. 

Paper can be placed on both sides of the cylinder, and 

some handkerchiefs can be taken from both sides. 

 

 The Bogart Tube is up last. This is a stage trick 

which is suitable for platform performances, as it can  

be done surrounded by spectators. It is a trick that is 

not often seen. A nickel plated tube, nine inches long, 

open at one end, is passed out for examination. Water  

is poured into it, and a piece of tissue paper is placed 

over the opening and is clamped there with a ring. On 

the platform is a stand with a projection at the top; the 

projection holds a band about four inches in height, of larger diameter than the tube. 

The magician inserts the tube into the band, and tilts the stand forward to show the  

unbroken tissue paper. Then he breaks the paper and produces an array of silk  

handkerchiefs ending with large flags. At the conclusion he removes the tube from  

the stand and pours out the water. 

 

 This book and many other great books are available to borrow through our library.  

Let me know what you are interested in borrowing by emailing me at 

eva_herbert@hotmail.com   Until next month..... 

 

Richard Herbert,  

Librarian  
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 Stuff Jack Sends MeStuff Jack Sends Me é é with Jack Poulterwith Jack Poulter   January 2012  

Jack Poulter 

 jpoulter@islandnet.com 

On an Island in the Pacific 
 

"To be a saint you need three miracles, but two of  them can be card tricks."  

-- Father Guido Sarducci 
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